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This Great Revolution 
(from his speech at the 1963 March on Washington) 

By John Lewis 
 
 
 

 
   

To those who have said, “Be patient and wait,” we have long said that we cannot be pa-
tient. We do not want our freedom gradually, but we want to be free now! We are tired. 
We are tired of being beaten by policemen. We are tired of seeing our people locked up in 
jail over and over again. And then you holler, “Be patient.” How long can we be patient? 5 

We want our freedom and we want it now. We do not want to go to jail. But we will go to 
jail if this is the price we must pay for love, brotherhood, and true peace. 
 
I appeal to all of you to get into this great revolution that is sweeping this nation. Get in 
and stay in the streets of every city, every village and hamlet of this nation until true free-10 

dom comes, until the revolution of 1776 is complete. We must get in this revolution and 
complete the revolution. For in the Delta in Mississippi, in southwest Georgia, in the Black 
Belt of Alabama, in Harlem, in Chicago, Detroit, Philadelphia, and all over this nation, the 
black masses are on the march for jobs and freedom. 
 15 

They’re talking about slow down and stop. We will not stop. All of the forces of Eastland, 
Barnett, Wallace, and Thurmond will not stop this revolution. If we do not get meaningful 
legislation out of this Congress, the time will come when we will not confine our marching 
to Washington. We will march through the South; through the streets of Jackson, through 
the streets of Danville, through the streets of Cambridge, through the streets of Birming-20 

ham. But we will march with the spirit of love and with the spirit of dignity that we have 
shown here today. By the force of our demands, our determination, and our numbers, we 
shall splinter the segregated South into a thousand pieces and put them together in the im-
age of God and democracy. We must say: “Wake up America! Wake up!” For we cannot 
stop, and we will not and cannot be patient. 25 


