
 

MISSION 

The Aspen Institute Socrates Program provides a forum for 

emerging leaders from various professions to convene and 

explore contemporary issues through expert-moderated 

dialogue. Socrates also provides the opportunity for 

participants to enter into a diverse professional network, 

and into the broader range of the Aspen Institute’s 

programs. The seminars are designed as values-based 

Socratic explorations to facilitate the exchange of ideas. 

SEMINAR APPROACH 

The Socrates Seminar is a collaborative endeavor for 

participants from different fields. Each of these participants 

is asked to contribute his or her understanding of and 

reactions to carefully selected readings, with the guidance 

of moderators who are experts in their sector. Participants 

develop an understanding of the reading material and 

formulate responses to the issues that they cover at the 

roundtable meetings. The seminars provide stimulating 

dialogue, values-based introspection, and dynamic debate 

that serves to enhance participants’ leadership capabilities. 

WHY IS SOCRATES UNIQUE? 

• Socrates develops values-based leadership among 

emerging leaders interested in critical problems facing 

the world. 

• Socrates demonstrates and champions the Aspen 

method of moderated learning, and bringing diverse 

views to the table. 

• Socrates offers a seminar length designed for optimal 

balance between serious content and cross-disciplinary 

thought for busy professionals. 

• Socrates creates a unique professional network and 

engages people with ideas to move into action. 

• Socrates offers a diverse alumni network which has 

grown to over 5000 emerging leaders from the US and 

abroad, from the public, private, non-profit, and 

academic sectors. 

 

 

“What I didn’t expect was the deep connection I 

made with fellow Socrates participants and a 

sense that we could tackle big issues, together. 

The relationships filled me with optimism, 

knowing there are others that share the passion  

for deep thought and discourse on issues that 

have real world implications.” 
 – D. Scott Martinez, Denver City Attorney 

SOCRATES OFFERINGS 

Seminars in Aspen, Colorado: 
 

Socrates 2018 Summer Seminars 

July 6-9, 2018 

 

Socrates 2019 Winter Seminars 

February 15-18, 2019 

 

 

One-day seminars in major US cities: 

New Orleans Salon 

October 11-12, 2018 

New York Salon 

November 9-10, 2018 

 

 

International seminars: 

Socrates Japan 

Tokyo, Japan 

May 31- June 3, 2018 

Socrates Mexico 

Puebla City, Mexico 

November 15-17, 2018 

 

Socrates Japan 

Nara, Japan 

November 29 – December 2, 2018 

        



BACKGROUND   

The Socrates Program was founded in the summer of 

1996, beginning with a session called “Dilemmas of the 

Digital Age” at a time when the Institute was seeking a 

pathway for emerging leaders. The first groups of par-

ticipants came from Silicon Valley when the internet was 

coming of age, and Socrates seminars continue to enable 

participants to explore current, pressing leadership 

challenges. Discussions are built around classic and con-

temporary texts, and are led by expert moderators who 

engage and encourage participants to share their views 

with a diverse group of peers. 

  

 MODERATORS AND SPEAKERS 

Past Socrates moderators and 

guest speakers included: 

  
 Madeleine Albright  •  Tom Friedman  •  Barack Obama 

Nouriel Roubini  •  John McCain  •  Wolf Blitzer 

Hussain Haqqani  •  Ezekiel Emanuel  •  David Gergen 

Shashi Tharoor  •  Anne-Marie Slaughter 

Ayaan Hirsi Ali  •  Joseph Nye  •  Niall Ferguson 

Michelle Rhee  •  Jeff Rosen  •  Marissa Mayer 

Jonathan Zittrain  •  Reid Hoffman  •  Esther Dyson 

Kai Ryssdal  •  Robin Wright  •  Andrew Ross Sorkin 
 

  
SCHOLARSHIPS  

A scholarship fund ensures the engagement of leaders 

from a broad range of backgrounds and organizations. 

 

   

“For me the thing about Socrates is as much 

about the substance of the conversation as the 

relationships. It is those relationships and the 

network that develops from this that is so 

powerful.” 

– Andrew Ross Sorkin, Columnist for The New York Times 

SOCRATES NETWORK  

At its core, the Socrates program has an engaged group 

of participants. The Socrates network has grown to 

include a diverse group of over 5000 emerging leaders 

from the US and abroad including entrepreneurs, inves-

tors, academics, policy experts and journalists, among 

others. Socrates alumni remain active and engaged with 

the program, as well as connected with each other. 

Participants have gone on to open successful businesses 

together and share professional and personal networks 

and learning. 

 

 

RECENT SEMINAR TOPICS 

Big Data  •  Impact Investing and Social Entrepreneurship  •  Energy Security  •  New Global Middle Class 

Happiness Economics  •  Technology and Privacy  •  Social Media  •  Sustainable Communities  •  Bioethics 

Job Creation  •  Education Innovation  •  Health Reform  •  The American Dream  •  Immigration 

Leadership in the Middle East  •  Modern Cuba  •  Future of Afghanistan and Pakistan  •  Artificial Intelligence 

China-US Relations  •  Supreme Court Decisions in the 21St Century  •  Moral Limits of Markets 

Race and Culture Workforce Skills in the Digital Age  •  ISIS and US Policy  •  Civic Identity  •  Digital Democracy 

The Future of Media  •  The Sharing Economy  •  Internet Freedom and the Future of Urban Cities 
 

“Not only was I impressed by the caliber of the discussion, expert 

facilitator and participants, I learned more than I could have  

imagined about myself as a leader in those two and half days.” 

– Jennifer Ratay, Silicon Valley Social Venture Fund  


