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Deborah Affonsa 
Vice President, Customer Service, Pacific Gas & Electric Company 
Deborah T. (Deb) Affonsa is vice president, Customer Service for Pacific Gas and Electric Company. She is 
responsible for contact center operations, the local customer experience including customer service 
offices, and customer relations. In addition, she oversees business customer account management and 
demand side management sales as well as non-tariffed products and services. Her previous role at 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company was Vice President, Corporate Strategy, reporting to the president. In 
this role, Deb was responsible for driving development and implementation of a detailed, integrated, 
cross-functional five-year forward -looking plan for achieving and maintaining the company’s vision of 
becoming the leading utility in the United States. She also identified emerging trends in the utility 
industry, recognizing interdependencies, potential synergies and conflicts to assist senior management 
in prioritizing and making decisions. She also managed the company’s benchmarking and continuous 
improvement efforts. Prior to joining Pacific Gas and Electric Company, Deb held the position of Senior 
Director, Corporate Strategy and Development, for its holding company, PG&E Corporation. There she 
was responsible for evaluating potential new business opportunities, managing the corporate-wide 
strategic planning process and leading teams in the evaluation and development of Utility strategies 
around key issues (Smart Grid, PV, etc.). Deb has additional experience in the utility industry, serving as 
Vice President, Sales and Marketing, for Community Energy, Inc., a privately held, start-up, wind energy 
company. In that role, she established the strategic sales plan, including revenue, earnings and market 
share goals both regionally and nationally, as well as developing the internal processes and procedures 
for running a start-up. Deb was also Vice President, Sales and Marketing, for Marlin Leasing Corporation, 
where she developed strategic sales initiatives and oversaw the realignment and restructuring of the 
National Account’s sales team. Deb holds a Bachelor of Science in Business Administration from 
Villanova University and a Masters in Organizational Dynamics from the University of Pennsylvania. She 
also successfully participated in the Harvard Business School’s Advanced Management Program in 2000. 
 
Dan Arvizu 
Precourt Energy Scholar, Stanford University 
Dr. Dan Arvizu has had a long distinguished career in advanced energy research and development, 
materials science, and technology commercialization. In 2015 he retired as the Director of the US 
Department of Energy’s National Renewable Energy Laboratory in Golden, Colorado where he now 
serves as Director Emeritus. He is currently serving as a Precourt Energy Scholar at Stanford University 
and Consultant to the Emerson Collective, LLC. Prior to joining NREL, Dan was a chief technology officer 
with CH2M HILL Companies, Ltd., an executive with Sandia National Laboratories, and started his career 
at the AT&T Bell Telephone Laboratories. He twice served 6 year terms on the 24 Member National 
Science Board, which governs the National Science Foundation. He served as Chairman 2012-2016. He is 
a member of the National Academy of Engineering and the National Academy of Public Administration. 
Dan serves on the MRIGlobal Board of Trustees, the Sandia Corporation Board of Directors, the State 
Farm Mutual Insurance Board of Directors, the Singapore International Advisory Panel on Energy. Dan 
has a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering from New Mexico State University, and a Master of 
Science and Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering from Stanford University. 
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Kathleen Baireuther 
Assistant Director, Clean Energy Incubator, Austin Technology Incubator 
Kathleen Baireuther is a strategic planning and business development professional with 14 years 
combined experience in economic development, management consulting, and technology 
commercialization. As the Assistant Director of the Clean Energy Incubator at ATI, she provides direction 
to portfolio companies and manages a Department of Energy (DOE) grant designed to identify and 
promote best practices in clean energy incubation. In addition to her role at ATI, Kathleen also serves as 
the Executive Director of CleanTX, the clean technology industry group for Central Texas. Previously, 
Kathleen served as Director of Economic Development at the Greater Austin Chamber of Commerce, 
where she recruited companies to the five-county Austin region and spearheaded the Chamber’s 
international program. Prior to joining the Austin Chamber, Kathleen authored strategic plans for a wide 
variety of communities across the country as a consultant with TIP Strategies, Inc. Kathleen is actively 
involved in the Austin community through the Austin International School, Austin Rowing Club, Impact 
Austin, and EngageATX. An avid traveler, she has lived and worked in Ecuador, England, and China. She 
graduated with her Masters in Economics and International Development from the University of 
Cambridge and earned her B.A. with high distinction from the University of Virginia. 
 
Miranda Ballentine 
Assistant Secretary of the Air Force, Installations, Environment, and Energy, US Air Force 
Miranda A.A. Ballentine is the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Installations, Environment, and 
Energy, Headquarters US Air Force, Pentagon, Washington, D.C. Miranda is responsible for the 
oversight, formulation, review and execution of plans, policies, programs and budgets for installations, 
energy, environment, safety and occupational health. 
 
Roger Ballentine (Co-Chair) 
President, Green Strategies Inc. 
Roger Ballentine is the President of Green Strategies Inc., where he provides management consulting 
services to corporate and financial sector clients on sustainability strategy; investment and transaction 
evaluation and project development execution in the in the clean energy sector; and the integration of 
energy and environmental policy considerations into business strategy. He is also a Venture Partner with 
Arborview Capital LLC, a private equity firm making growth capital investments in the clean energy and 
energy efficiency sectors. Previously, Roger was a senior member of the White House staff, serving 
President Bill Clinton as Chairman of the White House Climate Change Task Force and Deputy Assistant 
to the President for Environmental Initiatives. Prior to being named Deputy Assistant, Roger was Special 
Assistant to the President for Legislative Affairs where he focused on energy and environmental issues. 
Before joining the White House, Roger was a partner at Patton Boggs LLP.  Roger currently serves on the 
Advisory Boards of the Department of Energy’s National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL), Clean 
Capital LLC, 8 Rivers Capital, and the American Council on Renewable Energy (ACORE), where he was a 
founding Board member in 2001. Roger also serves on the Selection Committee for the United Arab 
Emirates’ (UAE) Zayed Future Energy Prize and is the Co-Chair of the Aspen Institute’s Clean Energy 
Forum. He has been a Lecturer on Law at Harvard Law School teaching in the area of energy and climate 
policy and a Senior Fellow at the Progressive Policy Institute in Washington D.C.  Roger is a Magna Cum 
Laude graduate of the University of Connecticut and a Cum Laude graduate of the Harvard Law School. 
He is a member of the Connecticut, District of Columbia, and the United States Supreme Court bars. 
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Drew Bond 
Chief Executive Officer, in2lytics 
Drew Bond is the CEO for in2lytics, a database platform and software solutions company based in Hawaii 
that is working with electric utilities to optimize their grid assets, save money and energy, and 
implement greater amounts of renewable energy resources. Prior to in2lytics, he led the successful 
spinouts of two technology companies, served as the Vice President for Technology Commercialization 
and Public Policy at Battelle, the world’s largest independent R&D organization, and senior positions at 
the US Department of Energy, the Oklahoma Corporation Commission, and in the US Senate on Capitol 
Hill. For a decade now, Drew has worked closely with the National Laboratories and continues to serve 
on the National Renewable Energy Laboratory’s Industry Advisory Board. A native Texan from 
Oklahoma, he is a graduate of the University of Oklahoma with a B.A. in History. He and his wife live in 
the Washington, DC area with their four children where they are active in their church and community, 
with a particular focus on helping to care for abused and neglected children. 
 
Bill Brown 
Chief Executive Officer, NET Power, LLC 
Bill Brown is the CEO of NET Power, LLC, a company owned by Exelon, CB&I and 8 Rivers Capital. NET 
Power is building a 50MWt power plant outside of Houston to demonstrate a clean fossil-fuel-based 
power technology that will allow the world to meet 100% of both its climate targets and its electricity 
needs, all without having to pay more for electricity. Bill is also a co-founder of 8 Rivers Capital, a 
company that focuses on developing, financing and commercializing break-out technologies that include 
space launch (at 95% less cost than traditional launch services), gigabit wireless (fiber speed, wireless 
costs) and hydrogen production (well below current costs). Previously, Bill was a professor at Duke Law 
and had an extensive career on Wall Street, where he held leadership positions at Goldman Sachs & Co., 
AIG International, and Morgan Stanley. At the beginning of his career, Bill was a lawyer, leaving law 
while a partner at Sidley Austin. A native North Carolinian, Bill has two bachelor degrees from MIT and a 
JD degree from Duke Law School. 
 
Paul Camuti 
Senior Vice President, Innovation and Chief Technology Officer, Ingersoll Rand 
Paul Camuti is senior vice president of innovation and chief technology officer at Ingersoll Rand. Paul 
works with business leadership teams to accelerate global innovation and technology-led growth 
strategies and promote an innovation-centric mindset for the organization. Paul co-leads the enterprise 
strategy organization and oversees the full spectrum of innovation, technology and growth initiatives 
within the company, including advanced technologies; product, system and solution design; 
engineering; and product, service and sales commercialization. In addition, he is responsible for 
cultivating key alliances with external constituents to enrich the advanced technology and innovation 
capabilities of the business. 
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Chris Carr 
Partner, Morrison & Foerster LLP 
Chris Carr serves as chair of Morrison & Foerster’s Environment and Energy Group, and as co-chair of 
the firm’s UAS/Drone Group and the Clean Technology Group. Drawing from his experience with the US 
Department of the Interior and the US State Department’s Office of Marine Conservation, Chris 
represents land developers, business concerns, private individuals, public agencies and nonprofits in all 
areas of environmental and natural resource law, including energy, forestry, water, mining, coastal and 
marine resources, agriculture and land development. His practice focuses agency practice, permitting, 
and litigation for clients involved in clean and renewable energy, including technology companies (e.g., 
Facebook), utility scale developers (e.g., Consolidated Edison Development, First Solar, EDF RE), and DG 
providers (e.g., Sunrun, Solar City, Bloom Energy), as well as project sponsors and investors. Chris is 
recommended by Chambers USA (2015), Legal 500 US (2012 – 2015), and Best Lawyers (2009 – 2015). In 
2013 and 2016, he was recognized by Best Lawyers as “San Francisco Natural Resources Lawyer of the 
Year,” an honor given to a single lawyer in the metropolitan area. 
 
Catherine Chien 
Portfolio Manager, Environmental Systems, Emerson Collective 
Catherine Chien is Portfolio Manager - Environmental Systems at Emerson Collective. Prior to that, she 
was a portfolio manager at Judico Capital, a global equities hedge fund started by an ex-colleague of 
Julian Robertson. Previously as an investment banker, Catherine executed over $4.5 billion of capital 
market transactions. She started her career at Bain & Company. A Sloan Fellow at Stanford Graduate 
School of Business, Catherine received the Miller Social Change Leadership Award for co-founding the 
GSB Impact Fund, the university’s first impact investing fund. Catherine holds a BA International Studies 
and BS Economics from the University of Pennsylvania, and subsequently received an award for alumni 
service as President of the Singapore alumni chapter. She is also an ALM Candidate, Sustainability at 
Harvard University. Outside of work, Catherine is an avid traveler, scuba diver and yogi. She was lucky 
enough to travel to her 43rd country this summer, and picked up freediving two Christmases ago in 
hopes of witnessing the Sardine Run in South Africa one day. 
  



 
 

5 
 

Jim Connaughton 
Senior Advisor, ClearPath Foundation & Chief Executive Officer, Nautilus Data Technologies 
James L. Connaughton is President and CEO of Nautilus Data Technologies. Most recently Jim served as 
Executive Vice President of C3 Energy, enabling energy companies to realize the full benefit of their IoT 
and system investments by applying the power of big data, advanced analytics, social networking, 
machine learning, and cloud computing to improve the safety, reliability, and efficiency of power 
generation and delivery – making the ‘Internet of Energy’ a reality. Previously, Jim was Executive Vice 
President and Senior Policy Advisor at Exelon and Constellation Energy (which merged with Exelon). 
There he served on each company’s Executive Committee with responsibility for major public policy 
priorities, federal and state energy market regulation, public sector business development, corporate 
sustainability, technology innovation initiatives and certain venture investments. In 2001, Jim was 
unanimously confirmed by the US Senate to serve as Chairman of the White House Council on 
Environmental Quality. From 2001-2009 he served as President Bush’s senior advisor on energy, 
environment and natural resources, and as Director of the White House Office of Environmental Policy. 
In 2013, Oceana honored his service with their “Ocean Champion” award. Jim is an Advisor to Shine 
Medical Technologies and to the ClearPath Foundation. He is on the Board of Governors of the Argonne 
National Laboratory, the Secretary of Energy’s Advisory Board Task Force on Federal Energy 
Management, and the United States National Commission to the United Nations Education, Science and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO). He is a Founding Member of the United States Conservation Leadership 
Council, a Trustee (Emeritus) of the National Marine Sanctuary Foundation, and is a member of the 
Climate Change Study Group of the US Council on Foreign Relations. Jim received his bachelor’s degree 
from Yale University and graduated magna cum laude from Northwestern University School of Law. 
 
Ian Copeland 
Managing Director and Co- Chief Investment Officer, Ultra Capital 
Ian Copeland in Managing Director and Co-Chief Investment Officer of Ultra Capital which is accelerating 
the flow of institutional capital to finance small and mid-size sustainable real asset projects in 
agriculture, energy, water and waste. Ultra Capital targets consistent, attractive investment 
performance by leveraging technology and process innovation to manage outcomes and risk. For more 
than 25 years, Ian has developed, financed, and managed privatization, independent power, and 
infrastructure transactions and companies in the Americas, the Caribbean, Asia, Australia, Europe, and 
the Middle East. He has also delivered engineering and construction services for world-class projects 
globally in the power, rail, water, and mining markets. In 2012 Ian completed 15 years of service with 
Bechtel Corporation where he was a Senior Vice President and Partner. While with the firm he served as 
President of the firm’s Fossil Power, Communications, and Renewable Power businesses; Managing 
Director of Bechtel Enterprises (the development and finance arm of the firm); and, Project Manager for 
several large projects or programs. Previously, Ian was Managing Director of Wärtsilä Power 
Development (Asia) Limited and Vice President of Hannon Armstrong & Company. He began his career 
with the utility consulting practice of Booz Allen Hamilton after graduating from Rutgers University with 
degrees in physics and mechanical engineering. 
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David Crane 
Senior Operating Executive, Pegasus Capital Advisers 
David is the senior operating executive to Pegasus, a New York City-based private equity firm focused on 
investment in sustainability. As part of his responsibilities at Pegasus, David is a member of the Board of 
Directors of Lighting Science Group, a leader in the merging field of biological lighting, and is chairman of 
Impala Holdings, a U.K-domiciled company focused on renewables development in Africa. Prior to 
Pegasus, David was CEO of NRG, which he joined in 2003 when it was in Chapter 11 bankruptcy. He grew 
it over his 12-year tenure to be a Fortune 200 company, engaged in conventional power generation and, 
after the acquisition of Reliant in 2009, in competitive retail electricity services. David pioneered the 
yieldco asset class with the IPO of NRG Yield in July 2013. David also led NRG to the forefront of next-
generation clean energy development as one of the nation's largest utility scale renewables company, a 
top four home solar business, the owner of the world's largest post combustion carbon capture project 
and the nation's most extensive level 3 electric vehicle charging network. Prior to NRG, David was 
president and chief executive officer of International Power Plc, a London-based FTSE 100 company, 
which developed, owned and operated power plants in fourteen countries. David is a leading voice on 
climate change and the energy sector’s role in reducing greenhouse gas emissions having written 
extensively and spoken widely on the topic, recently as editor at large for greenbiz.com. He was an 
active member of the US Climate Action Partnership from 2008 to 2011 and today is a B Team leader, 
where he heads the net zero initiative, and member of the World Business Council for Sustainable 
Development, and a Board member of Dean Kamen's FIRST robotics competition and of ACWA, the 
leading private infrastructure company focused on the Middle East. David was named Energy Industry 
“CEO of the Year” by EnergyBiz in 2010, top CEO in the electric utility sector by Institutional Investor in 
2011 and “Entrepreneur of the Year” by Ernst & Young in 2010. David was also awarded the Corporate 
Environmental Leadership award by GlobalGreen in 2014 and the Equinox Solar Champion Award and 
most recently The C.K. Prahalad Award for Global Sustainability Business Leadership in 2015. 
 
Kyle Danish 
Partner, Van Ness Feldman LLP 
Kyle Danish advises a range of clients on environmental and energy matters, with a special focus on 
regulation, permitting, enforcement, and legislation under the Clean Air Act, corporate climate strategy, 
and emissions trading-related transactions. His clients include energy companies, manufacturers, 
financial institutions, offset providers, think tanks, and industry coalitions. He has been recognized by 
Chambers USA, Chambers Global, the International Who’s Who of Environmental Lawyers, and Best 
Lawyers in America. In 2013, Environmental Finance magazine included Kyle on a list of 10 people it 
identified as “California’s Carbon Market Movers.” He is a frequent speaker and has published numerous 
articles. Kyle also has authored several commissioned research papers on climate change and energy 
policy. 
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Dan Delurey 
President, Wedgemere Group 
Dan Delurey has nearly 30 years of experience in the electricity sector in the areas of marketing, 
management, communications, and government relations, and has been a senior executive for both 
utility and cleantech companies.  He founded Wedgemere Group in 2001 to help meet the needs of the 
emerging business and policy areas created by the modernization of the electricity industry and its 
intersection with climate change. Dan is known for his ability to form and facilitate dialogues among 
parties with similar goals but different perspectives, and produce outcomes that meet the needs of 
everyone involved. He is also known for his unique style of event facilitation, which is based on a 
combination of in-depth understanding of issues and substance, along with an ability for creating an 
entertaining and participatory events. Dan has been an invited speaker at the White House, testified 
before Congress and various federal and state agencies, and delivered speeches and made presentations 
at numerous conferences and events. He has been the focus of a feature interview by All Things 
Considered host Robert Siegel on NPR, and frequently is a source to other media outlets. He also has 
been a resource to Congress, the Executive Branch, and state policy officials through his formal 
appearances as a hearing witness, and through his advisory role in major policy developments such as 
EPACT, EISA, and ARRA. 
 
Tanuj Deora 
Chief Strategy Officer, Smart Electric Power Alliance 
Tanuj Deora is Chief Strategy Officer of the Smart Electric Power Alliance, whose mission is to facilitate 
the utility industry's transition to a clean energy future through research, education, and collaboration. 
In his role Tanuj leads content development, including leading the research, advisory, and 
communications teams, and supervises SEPA's 51st State Initiative (www.sepa51.org). His prior 
experience includes commercial management of IHS CERA's North American Power, Gas, and 
Renewables portfolio, service in the Cabinet of Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper as director of the 
Colorado Energy Office, wind energy project development for EDPR, and as a strategy consultant for 
McKinsey. Prior to the energy industry Tanuj worked as in engineer for Dow Chemical and as a Peace 
Corps Volunteer. He holds an MBA from Harvard Business School and a BSME from the University of 
Texas. 
 
Michael Eckhart 
Managing Director and Global Head, Environmental Finance, Citigroup, Inc 
Michael Eckhart is a Managing Director and Global Head of Environmental Finance in the Corporate and 
Investment Banking Division of Citigroup in New York City.  Previously, he was founding President of the 
American Council On Renewable Energy (ACORE), a Washington DC-based nonprofit organization, where 
he emerged as a national and global leader in the renewable energy field.  Earlier, he developed 
financing for solar energy under the SolarBank Initiative in Europe, South Africa and India; was Chairman 
& CEO of United Power Systems, Inc.; Vice President of Areté Ventures, Inc.; a strategic planner of 
General Electric Company’s power systems sector; and a Principal with the energy practice of Booz, 
Allen & Hamilton. He has received numerous awards and recognitions, including Renewable Energy Man 
of the Year of India in 1998, the Skoll Award for Social Entrepreneurship in 2008, the Good Deal for All 
Award in 2009, the ISES Hermann Scheer Global Leadership Award in 2013, and Biofuels Financier of the 
Year in 2014.  He received a degree in Electrical Engineering from Purdue University and an MBA from 
Harvard Business School, and served in the US Navy Submarine Service. 
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Michael Ellis 
Managing Director, Inherent Group  
Michael Ellis is the managing director and COO of Inherent Group, LLC, where he leads the firm’s private 
equity investing in energy and water. Inherent believes in the power of for-profit business models to 
address societal challenges. As investors, the firm aims to achieve attractive financial returns by building 
a long-term portfolio of public and private businesses addressing significant environmental and social 
challenges. In its giving, the firm aims to show the effectiveness of earned-revenue models in 
philanthropic and social service enterprises. Prior to Inherent Group, Michael was EVP at Cleantech 
Group, where he advised corporate investors on their investments in and partnerships with cleantech 
companies and on associated growth strategies. Previously, he was a principal at GreenOrder, where he 
advised companies on their sustainability- and cleantech-related growth strategies, including General 
Electric on ecomagination. Michael is a board member of Arbor Brothers, which provides grants and 
consulting services to organizations addressing the root causes of intergenerational poverty in the NYC 
area. He is also a trustee of the Inherent Foundation. He received a BA from Yale College and MBA from 
Harvard Business School. 
 
Joshua Epel 
Chairman, Colorado Public Utilities Commission 
Joshua Epel was appointed Chairman of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission in April of 2011, and 
reappointed in December of 2014 by Governor John Hickenlooper. His four-year term expires in January 
2019. Joshua is chairman of the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC) Task 
Force on Environmental Regulation and serves on the ERE Committee. Joshua is former co-chair of the 
SEE Action Committee on Industrial Energy Efficiency and Combined Heat and Power Working Group 
and is co-author of the report, “Guide to the Successful Implementation of State Combined Heat and 
Power Policies.” Prior to his appointment, Joshua was Assistant General Counsel at DCP Midstream, 
where he oversaw all environmental, public health and safety matters for the company. He was also 
responsible for multiple areas of operations and helped to develop the company’s climate change 
Strategy. DCP Midstream is the largest midstream natural gas gathering and processing company in the 
United States. Joshua’s environmental work led him to be appointed to the Colorado Oil and Gas 
Conservation Commission (OGCC), where he served as Chair. At OGCC, Joshua was instrumental in 
streamlining business and regulatory processes to strike a balance between business, regulation and the 
environment. Prior to DCP Midstream, Joshua was at Gablehouse and Joshua, where he worked on 
environmental matters and focused primarily on the Federal and State Clean Air Act. He represented a 
broad spectrum of interests and his manufacturing clients included the cement, titanium, oil and gas, 
refining, utility and printing and publishing industries. He served as the acting Special Attorney General 
to the Colorado Department of Transportation, and as the environmental counsel for several Colorado 
municipalities. Joshua has represented the State of Colorado as a member of the Regional Air Quality 
Council and the Grand Canyon visibility Transport Commission. Joshua graduated from William James 
College and attended the University of Michigan and McGill University. He has a law degree from 
Franklin Pierce Law Center in New Hampshire. 
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Brian Farhi 
Head of Distributed Energy Resources and New Channel Partnerships, Nest Labs  
Brian Farhi is a market and product strategy professional with 20 years of experience in energy and the 
tech industry. Brian's specialty is bringing technically complex solutions to market, managing all aspects 
of the process from ideation to launch to product line growth. He has successfully launched more than a 
dozen new products in the software and hardware spaces that have been marketed in B2B and B2C 
channels. In his current role as the head of distributed energy resources and new channel partnerships 
at Nest, Brian works with solar companies, DERMs providers, utilities and new energy channels to 
overcome conservation, reliability, and customer engagement-related challenges by leveraging Nest's 
products and services. Previously, Brian was vice president of marketing and business development at 
SolarNexus – a software company providing the solar industry with business management software that 
streamlines the process of selling, installing and maintaining solar systems. Prior to that, Brian was the 
first associate at seed-stage cleantech VC firm CALCEF, helped launch the US business unit of Fronius 
inverters - an EU-based market leader, and led SunPower’s inverter and data monitoring system 
definition and development. Brian has an MBA from UC Berkeley’s Haas School of Business, an MS in 
Civil Engineering from the University of Colorado's Building Systems Program, and a dual BA in Physics 
and Sociology from Colgate University. 
 
Matt Futch 
Vice President, Strategy and Regulation, US Grid Company 
Matt Futch is VP of Strategy at USGRDCO, a new energy company combining power generation and 
community micro grids at scale. Most recently, as VP of Regulatory Strategy for National Grid US, Matt 
devised the business and political strategy for the company's Reforming the Energy Proceedings (REV) in 
New York. Previously he was Global Policy Director for IBM energy and utilities. Matt directed corporate-
wide activity on energy regulation, policy and business for all IBM's international growth energy markets 
in the ASEAN region, Middle East and Africa, Australia, Brazil, the EU and North America. 
 
Dan Gabaldon 
Director, Enovation Partners 
Dan Gabaldon is a founder of Enovation Partners. With more than 20 years of experience, he is leading 
consultant in energy and infrastructure and has served companies across the energy value chain — oil 
and gas majors, utilities, merchant generators, equipment manufacturers, 
engineering/procurement/construction firms, and investors — on many of their key strategic and 
operational improvement challenges. His experience includes corporate and business unit strategy, 
M&A screening, due diligence, and PMI, as well as a broad range of operational improvement and 
organization redesign programs. Dan is currently particularly focused on helping companies profit from 
rapid changes in North American natural gas sector and to navigate advances in energy analytics and 
energy storage technology. 
 
James Gardner 
Former Chairman, Kentucky Public Service Commission 
Jim Gardner is the former chair and 8 year commissioner on the Kentucky Public Service Commission 
(2008-2016). During his tenure he supported renewable and other distributive energy projects. He was 
active in NARUC, serving on the Executive Committee and Board of Directors, Chair and Co-Vice Chair of 
the Energy Resources and Environment Committee, Chair of the Task Force on Environmental 
Regulation and Generation, and Co-Chair of the Utility of the Future in a Carbon Constrained Future 
conference. He is currently on the Advisory Council of EPRI and is a licensed attorney. He is a consultant, 
assisting companies with state utility regulatory issues. 
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Thierry Godart 
GM for Internet of Things Energy Solutions Group, Intel 
Thierry Godart joined the Internet of Things Group (IOTG) of Intel Corporation as General Manager of 
Energy Solutions in July 2015 to develop and deliver IoT solutions for the Power and Oil & Gas industry. 
The goal of Energy IoT is to implement an optimum energy value chain with reduced environmental 
impact in real-time. The scope of Energy IoT includes generation, transmission and distribution and 
consumption of electricity as well as the efficient extraction and refinement of oil and gas products. 
Thierry is working with the ecosystem of equipment manufacturers, automation and software vendors, 
as well as utilities, oil & gas producers and service providers to develop and deploy ubiquitous 
connected devices, edge platforms and cloud architectures for operational excellence and 
transformative businesses. Thierry has 25 years of experience providing advanced solutions to the global 
energy industry. At Schneider Electric, he was responsible for selling the complete set of Schneider 
offerings to electric utilities worldwide. Prior to his tenure at Schneider, Thierry led the Smart Grid 
Division of Siemens in North America. He has also held leadership positions at Areva T&D, ABB and GE. 
Thierry holds a Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering and Master’s degrees in Applied Mathematics and 
Electrical Engineering, all from Georgia Tech (Atlanta, GA). He is a SUPELEC (Paris, France) Engineer. 
Thierry lives in Scottsdale, Arizona. 
 
Joe Goffman 
Associate Assistant Administrator for Climate and Senior Counsel, EPA 
Joe Goffman has been Associate Assistant Administrator for Climate and Senior Counsel to the Assistant 
Administrator for Air and Radiation at the US Environmental Protection Agency since March 2013 and 
October 2009, respectively. During his tenure, he has worked on, among other rulemakings and actions, 
the Clean Power Plan, the Carbon Pollution Standards, the Mercury and Air Toxics Standards, the Cross 
State Air Pollution Rule, the Oil and Gas New Source Performance Standards, and related air quality and 
climate change rules. Previously, Joe served as Majority Senior Counsel to the Senate Committee on 
Environment and Public Works (EPW), focusing on climate change, clean air and energy issues, and as 
Legislative Director to Senator Joseph Lieberman (D-CT), where as part of a broad portfolio of domestic 
and national security issues, he worked on the Lieberman-Warner and McCain-Lieberman climate bills. 
During stints on the Senate EPW Committee and at EPA earlier in his career, he played a key role in 
developing and drafting the landmark Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 and the law’s implementing 
rules, which established, among other things, the first US “cap and trade” program for air pollution. His 
career also includes senior legal, policy and management positions at the Environmental Defense Fund. 
Joe received his J.D. from Yale Law School and graduated from Yale College. 
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Dave Grossman (Rapporteur) 
Principal, Green Light Group 
Dave Grossman is the principal of Green Light Group, a consulting practice specializing in research, 
analysis, writing, and strategy on sustainability issues, with a particular focus on climate change and 
clean energy. In his consulting, Dave has helped numerous clients – including non-profits, philanthropic 
foundations, trade associations, corporations, and intergovernmental organizations – transform 
complex concepts and processes into logical, organized, and clear results. Dave has been studying and 
working in environmental policy, politics, law, and organizing since the mid-1990s. Prior to founding 
Green Light in 2006, he managed projects for the International Network for Environmental Compliance 
and Enforcement (INECE), worked in the 2004 presidential campaign cycle, served as a law clerk for the 
Chief Justice of the Alaska Supreme Court, and was a grassroots organizer on endangered species and 
fisheries issues with the National Audubon Society (through Green Corps). In addition to numerous 
reports and other publications produced through his consulting, Dave has also published on topics such 
as the feasibility of tort-based climate change litigation and theories of why states and firms comply 
with law. He graduated summa cum laude from Princeton University with a degree in Politics and 
received his law degree from Yale Law School. 
 
Robert Hallman 
Fellow, Center on Global Energy Policy, Columbia University 
Robert Hallman has over 30 years experience in energy and environmental law and policy. Most 
recently, he served as senior advisor on energy and environment for New York State Governor Andrew 
Cuomo. Prior to that, he directed the energy and environmental practice at the international law firm of 
Cahill Gordon & Reindel, served as Deputy General Counsel for Programs at the US Department of 
Energy and as Chair of the Board of the NY State League of Conservation Voters. He is currently is also a 
Senior Fellow at the Getches Wilkinson Center for Natural Resources, Energy and the Environment at 
the University of Colorado Law School at Boulder. 
 
Bryan Hannegan 
Associate Laboratory Director, NREL 
Dr. Bryan Hannegan is the Associate Director for Energy Systems Integration at the National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory, the US Department of Energy’s primary national laboratory for energy efficiency and 
renewable energy research and development. In this role, he leads NREL’s global initiative to optimize 
links between electricity, fuel, thermal, water, and communication networks in order to enable a more 
sustainable society. Bryan holds a Doctorate in earth system science and a Master of Science in 
engineering, both from the University of California, Irvine, and he also holds a Bachelor of Science in 
meteorology from the University of Oklahoma. 
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Bruce Harris 
Senior Director, Federal Government Relations, Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. 
Bruce C. Harris is a Senior Director of Federal Government Relations for Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. He 
currently leads the Washington, D.C. office for the Fortune #1 company, and is responsible for the 
company’s advocacy strategy before the federal government. He leads a team that manages a broad 
array of complex policy issues, including tax policy, trade, food and agriculture, financial services, 
healthcare, e-commerce and privacy issues. His responsibilities also include representing the company 
on all federal legislative and regulatory issues relating to its sustainability agenda, which includes the 
company’s energy and environmental initiatives. Prior to joining Wal-Mart, Bruce was the Chief Policy 
Advisor for Energy and Air Quality with the House Committee on Energy and Commerce in the US House 
of Representatives. In that capacity he was the principle advisor to the chairman, subcommittee 
chairman, and Democratic members of the committee on issues before the Subcommittee on Energy 
and Air Quality including climate change, alternative energy, renewable fuels, electricity policy, oil and 
gas, pipeline safety, and nuclear power. He represented the committee and its members in negotiations 
with the US Senate and various branches of the federal government including the Department of 
Energy, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, and Environmental Protection Agency and the 
Department of Transportation. He began his work with the committee in 2003 and worked on every 
energy bill passed by the US Congress from 2003 through 2008 including the Energy Policy Act of 2005 
and the Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007. Bruce began his career in 1992 on the staff of 
then-US Representative Blanche Lambert Lincoln (D-AR), as a legislative assistant covering energy, 
agriculture, transportation, appropriations and special projects. In 1996 he was appointed Chief of Staff 
to US Representative Marion Berry (D-AR) where he managed an 18 member staff with offices in 
Washington, D.C. and Arkansas. Prior to joining the staff of the Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
Bruce was a Senior Director of Corporate Communications for America Online, Inc. In that capacity he 
served as deputy head of business communications and developed strategic messages for the 
company’s commerce and content transactions, as well as cross-divisional marketing and advertising 
alliances between AOL and Time Warner. Bruce is a 1992 graduate of the University of Arkansas and 
holds degrees in English and Communication. He is a member of the Keystone Center Board of Trustees, 
as well as the board of the Living Classrooms Foundation for the national capital region. 
 
Davida Herzl 
Chief Executive Officer and Co-founder, Aclima 
Davida Herzl leads a team of engineers, scientists, and designers who are committed to serving 
humanity with breakthrough innovations for a flourishing, more resilient world. To advance Aclima’s 
mission, Davida applies a multidisciplinary approach to creating new technologies and powerful 
partnerships that deliver transformative business, environmental and societal value. With a 
commitment to big impact, Davida has brought together public and private players, like Google and the 
Environmental Protection Agency, to harness the power of large-scale environmental sensor networks 
to improve both human health and planetary health. 
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Brian Hurst 
Director of Customer Programs and Business Analytics, ComEd 
As Director of Customer Programs and Business Analytics, Brian Hurst is responsible for overseeing all 
aspects of new customer programs, existing demand response and demand pricing products, and 
customer analytics. ComEd’s portfolio of customer programs is one of the most robust in the nation with 
the capability to reduce system peak demand by over 1000 MWs and includes Residential Real Time 
Pricing, AMI customer applications, energy data services, and a variety of emerging technologies. Brian 
is also responsible for establishing a newly formed analytics department charged with evolving the 
maturity of ComEd and Exelon Utilities customer analytics capabilities. His team is focused on helping 
customer operations to identify and support answering the difficult questions. This is achieved by 
leveraging modern technologies and advanced analytics to provide new products that can range from 
enhanced reporting to predictive analytics, insights, and innovations. Brian also serves on a number of 
strategic growth and operation efforts across Exelon, Exelon Utilities, and ComEd. 
 
Paul Kaleta 
Executive Vice President and General Counsel, First Solar, Inc 
Since March 2014, Paul Kaleta has served as Executive Vice President & General Counsel of First Solar, 
one of the leading solar PV companies worldwide. Prior to joining First Solar, Paul was Executive Vice 
President, General Counsel, Shared Services, Chief Compliance Officer, & Corporate Secretary for NV 
Energy, Inc., which was acquired by Berkshire Hathaway’s Energy Group in December 2013. Before that, 
he was Vice President and General Counsel for Koch Industries, Inc., one of the world’s largest privately 
held companies with diverse businesses worldwide. Before joining Koch, Paul was Vice President and 
General Counsel of Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation (now part of National Grid). In private practice, 
Paul was an equity partner in the Washington D.C. law firm Swidler & Berlin and an associate in the 
Washington D.C. office of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom. He also served as a federal judicial law 
clerk. Paul is the founding Chair of the Southern Nevada Chapter of the “I Have a Dream Foundation” 
(now “Core Academy—powered by The Rogers Foundation”), a member of the Client Advisory Council 
of Lex Mundi, a member of The Advisory Committee of the Clear Energy Manufacturing Analysis Center 
(CEMAC), and has taught both energy law and business ethics and leadership as an adjunct professor, 
among other professional and community activities. He holds a juris doctor degree from Georgetown 
University Law Center and a bachelor's degree from Hamilton College. 
 
Andy Karsner (Co-Chair) 
Managing Partner, Emerson Collective & Space Cowboy, Google X  
Andy Karsner’s entrepreneurial leadership has been associated with both venture capital and private 
equity portfolios responsible for guidance and holdings in some of the most successful technology 
startups, from solar energy to biotech, throughout the past decade. As the Managing Partner of The 
Emerson Collective, Andy champions reforms that have the power to lift individual lives and entire 
communities. Prior to public service, Andy held several global leadership positions, including founder 
and CEO of Enercorp, a windpower development firm and international agent of Vestas, involved in 
project development, management and financing of energy infrastructure as well as being director and 
senior development manager for Wartsila Power Development and other multinational energy and 
development firms. Andy is also a Senior Strategist and Space Cowboy at Google X and Founder and 
Executive Chairman of Manifest Energy. He is a Precourt Energy Scholar, lecturer and Hoover Visiting 
Fellow at Stanford University. He is a recipient of the “President's Award” from the United States Green 
Building Council and top honors from the United States Energy Association and the Alliance to Save 
Energy. 
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Neal Kemkar 
Senior Counsel & Director of Environmental Policy, GE 
Neal Kemkar is Senior Counsel and Director of Environmental Policy at the General Electric Company.  In 
that capacity, he coordinates environmental strategy and advocacy across GE’s businesses. Prior to 
joining GE, Neal held a range of government positions, including roles with the White House Council on 
Environmental Quality, US Secretary of the Interior, and the Governor of Colorado. Prior to entering 
public service, Neal practiced law in New York and Washington, D.C., was an adjunct law professor, and 
a law clerk on the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. He is also a Truman National 
Security Fellow and board member of the National Park Trust. He is a graduate of Brown University, 
Georgetown University Law Center, and the Senior Managers in Government Program at Harvard 
University's John F. Kennedy School of Government. 
 
Melanie Kenderdine 
Director of the Office of Energy Policy and Systems Analysis and Energy Counselor to the Secretary, US 
DOE 
Melanie Kenderdine joined the Department of Energy as Director of the Office of Energy Policy and 
Systems Analysis and Energy Counselor to the Secretary in May 2013. Prior to serving in her current role 
at DOE, Melanie worked as the Executive Director and Associate Director of the MIT Energy Initiative 
(MITEI). During her six-year tenure at MITEI, she managed a large staff, was a member of the research 
team for MIT’s Future of Natural Gas Study, was the rapporteur and editor for the MITEI Symposium 
Series, and helped to raise over $500 million from industry and private donors for energy research and 
education. 
 
Ron Kirk 
Co-Chair, CASEnergy Coalition 
Ambassador Ron Kirk joined the Clean and Safe Energy (CASEnergy) Coalition as a Co-Chairman in 
January 2014. In his role, Ron advances the Coalition’s message regarding the benefits of nuclear 
energy, and its importance in our future energy portfolio. Ron most recently served in the cabinet of 
President Barack Obama as his US Trade Representative, the President’s principal trade adviser, 
negotiator, and spokesperson on trade issues. During his tenure as US Trade Representative, Ron 
oversaw the approval and implementation of free trade agreements (FTAs) between the United States 
and South Korea, Colombia, and Panama. The South Korean free trade agreement marked the largest 
free trade agreement implemented by the United States since the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) in 1993. In addition to FTAs, Ron also oversaw the start and advancement of the 
FTA with the European Union, and the Trans-Pacific Partnership – a proposed trade agreement that 
would eliminate many trade barriers between the United States, Australia, Brunei, Chile, Canada, Japan, 
Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore and Vietnam. Ron served as the mayor of the city of 
Dallas from 1995 to 2001. He was the first African-American elected to the position. Prior to that, Ron 
served as the Texas Secretary of State to Governor Ann Richards, as well as chair of the Texas General 
Service Commission. Ron also has significant private sector experience. He is currently Senior of Counsel 
at Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher’s Dallas and Washington, D.C. offices, providing strategic advice to 
companies with global interests. Previously, he practiced law as a partner at the law firm of Vinson & 
Elkins, LLP. In 2008, he was named as one of “The 50 Most Influential Minority Lawyers in America” by 
the National Law Journal. A native Texan, Ron graduated from Austin College and earned a law degree at 
the University of Texas School of Law. He is married to Matrice Ellis-Kirk. They have two daughters. 
  



 
 

15 
 

Scott Kohler 
Counsel and Head of Public Policy, Nest Labs 
Scott Kohler is responsible for Nest’s global public policy and regulatory affairs, reporting to Nest’s 
General Counsel, and serves as primary legal counsel to Nest’s safety business. Before joining Nest, Scott 
served for more than four years as Senior Advisor to the General Counsel at the US Department of 
Energy in Washington, DC, where he was responsible for advising the Secretary and Department 
leadership on policy and management issues spanning the Department’s program and staff offices, 
including regulatory actions, funding programs, contracting matters, litigation, and Congressional 
oversight. Before joining DOE, Scott served in private practice at a law firm in New York. Scott received 
his B.A. from Duke University and his J.D. from Columbia Law School, and lives in San Francisco. 
 
Jake Levine 
Senior Counsel, California State Senate 
Jake Levine is on sabbatical from Opower, where he served as Chief of Staff to the President. During his 
sabbatical, he is serving as Senior Counsel to California State Senator Fran Pavley, advising on issues 
primarily related to energy and technology. At Opower, Jake worked to develop business in emerging 
markets, opening Opower's first office in Brazil, and laying the foundation for new business in China and 
Mexico. Prior to joining Opower, Jake served in the White House Office of Energy and Climate Change, 
where he worked on a host of innovative energy policies, including the most stringent fuel economy 
standards ever set -- and the first-ever greenhouse gas emissions standards for cars and trucks. Jake 
served as a member of President Obama's delegation to the U.N. Conference of Parties in Copenhagen, 
served on the 2009 Presidential Inaugural Committee, and during the 2008 presidential campaign, 
traveled with Senator Obama to more than 20 states and Europe, managing the national press corps. 
Jake graduated cum laude from Harvard College and received his law degree from Harvard Law School. 
 
Peter Light 
Business Innovation, X 
Today at Google [X], Peter focuses on commercializing Makani, a highly innovative wind power 
technology that promises to deliver more consistent, low-cost renewable energy worldwide. Peter was 
previously responsible for Global Product Management at Bloom Energy, where he was instrumental in 
crafting the business plan, go-tomarket strategy, and product roadmap for the company’s fuel cell-based 
Energy Server. During this time, Bloom went from zero customers to powering many of the Fortune 50. 
Peter later led International Business Development, creating a Joint Venture with SoftBank to bring 
Bloom’s technology to Japan. Peter has a comprehensive background in energy technology, policy, & 
project finance. Peter previously held positions at Energy & Environmental Economics (a boutique 
energy consulting firm), and the Rocky Mountain Institute. An accomplished sculptor, pilot, and skier, 
Peter holds a bachelor's degree in Mechanical Engineering and Visual Art from Brown University. 
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Dawn Lippert 
Managing Director, Energy Excelerator, Hawaii 
Dawn Lippert is the founder of Energy Excelerator, a non-profit that funds innovative startups to create 
a 100% clean energy future, starting in Hawaii and the Asia-Pacific. Energy Excelerator (EEx) invests in 
energy, transportation, water, agriculture, and cybersecurity companies, and is funded by $40M from US 
DOD and US DOE, and private capital from organizations such as GE, Blackstone, and NextEra. EEx has 
funded 42 companies (up to $1M per company) since 2012, and is always looking for talented teams to 
back. Before moving to Hawaii, Dawn was with Booz Allen in DC. While there, she helped launch the 
Hawaii Clean Energy Initiative (HCEI), a plan to transform Hawaii to 70% clean energy. Dawn is currently 
Chair of the HCEI Advisory Board, Hawaii’s statewide energy board. She founded and serves on the 
board of WiRE (Women in Renewable Energy), a non-profit, and serves on the boards of 
Entrepreneurship Foundation of Hawaii, YWCA of Oahu, and EPRI’s Clean Energy Incubator Network. 
She is a 2015 Omidyar Fellow and is a commissioner on Hawaii's Tax Review Commission. She has also 
worked on energy in India and Africa. Dawn received her B.A. from Yale University and her Master’s 
degree from the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Management. 
 
Peter Littlewood 
Director, Argonne National Laboratory 
Dr. Peter Littlewood is the Director of Argonne National Laborator, one of the nation’s largest science 
and engineering research centers, and a Professor of Physics in the James Franck Institute at the 
University of Chicago. Peter came to Argonne in 2011 after being appointed Associate Laboratory 
Director of Argonne's Physical Sciences and Engineering directorate, which focuses on discovery science 
across a broad range of disciplines, and on creating and understanding new materials and chemistries 
that address the grand challenges in energy and the environment. Before that, he spent 14 years at the 
University of Cambridge in the United Kingdom, where he last served as the head of the Cavendish 
Laboratory and the Department of Physics. He is a fellow of the Royal Society of London, the Institute of 
Physics and the American Physical Society, and is an associate member of The World Academy of 
Sciences. Peter holds a Ph.D. in Physics, from the University of Cambridge. 
 
Cheryl Martin 
Member of Managing Board, World Economic Forum 
Dr. Cheryl Martin is Head of the Centre for Global Industries at the World Economic Forum. She joined 
the Forum in March 2016 from the consulting firm, Harwich Partners, which she launched to work with 
public and private sector entities to identify critical drivers that would accelerate adoption of new 
technologies into markets. Previously Cheryl served as the Acting Director of the DOE’s Advanced 
Research Projects Agency–Energy (ARPA-E). In addition, she was the Deputy Director for 
Commercialization at the agency where she developed the Technology-to-Market program, which helps 
breakthrough energy technologies succeed in the marketplace. Prior to joining ARPA-E, Cheryl was an 
Executive in Residence with the VC firm Kleiner Perkins Caufield and Byers, and interim CEO of 
Renmatix, a start-up company focused on renewable materials. She also spent 20 years with Rohm and 
Haas Company in roles ranging from technology to business and where, most recently, she had been the 
General Manager for the Paint and Coatings business in Europe, Middle East and Africa. Cheryl earned a 
B.A. in chemistry from Holy Cross and went on to earn a Ph.D. in organic chemistry from MIT. She is a 
non-resident Fellow at the Center on Global Energy Policy at Columbia University. Cheryl serves on the 
board of Enbala, an early stage company focused on making the electric grid more sustainable by 
harnessing the power of distributed energy. 
  



 
 

17 
 

Kylah McNabb  
Energy Policy Advisor, Office of the Secretary of Energy & Environment, State of Oklahoma  
Kylah McNabb serves as an Energy Policy Advisor, a resource for policy on renewable energy, energy 
efficiency and alternative fuels topics in Oklahoma formerly was with the Oklahoma Wind Power 
Initiative (OWPI) a collaborative research group housed at the University of Oklahoma and Horizon Wind 
Energy, a private wind development company. Kylah has served as a technical advisor to Oklahoma 
Wind Power Assessment Committee and is a 2011 graduate of the National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory’s Executive Energy Leadership Program. She was recognized by the Women of Wind Energy 
as their 2014 Rising Star, the US Department of Energy’s Wind Exchange Program Outstanding Partner in 
2015 and earned her Certified Energy Manager (CEM) certification in July of 2014. 
 
John Mizroch 
Managing Member, John F. Mizroch LLC 
John Mizroch is the managing member of John F Mizroch, LLC (JFM LLC), a boutique consulting practice 
that specializes in renewable energy, energy efficiency, and environmental technology development and 
deployment. John also has international expertise and focuses on clean energy technology exports and 
investments in clean energy companies. Prior to establishing JFM LLC, John was Of Counsel in the 
Washington office of Wilson, Sonsini, Goodrich, and Rosati (WSG&R), where he created and managed 
their government energy technology practice, specializing in government advisory services, corporate 
partnership development, and coalitions building. Before his time at WSG&R, John served as Acting 
Assistant Secretary at the US Department of Energy's Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 
(EERE), which manages the federal government's principal investments in clean technology and energy 
transformation. John had been with EERE since 2006, when he was appointed by the President to serve 
as Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary. Prior to his tenure at the Department of Energy, John was 
president and chief executive officer of the World Environment Center (WEC), an international not-for-
profit. He received undergraduate and graduate degrees from the University of Virginia and a law 
degree from The College of William and Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia. 
 
David Monsma 
Executive Director, Energy and Environment Program, The Aspen Institute 
David Monsma is Executive Director of the Aspen Institute's Energy and Environment Program. The 
Institute's Energy and Environment Program work includes three annual energy policy forums: The 
Aspen Institute Energy Policy Forum, the Global Forum on Energy, Economy and Security, and the Clean 
Energy Forum. The program also convenes, and David moderates, policy-testing dialogues including 
Aspen’s Food Security Strategy Group; the India-US Track II Dialogue on Energy and Climate Change; the 
Aspen Ocean Community Dialogue; and the Texas Natural Gas Regulatory Modernization Dialogue, as 
well as various other dialogues, seminars and the Catto Fellowship. An attorney by training, David has 
over 20 years of experience in environmental law and policy. He taught law and ethics at Loyola 
University in Maryland and served as director of business and environment at Business for Social 
Responsibility in San Francisco where he led BSR’s Clean Cargo initiative and the Green Power Market 
Development Group with WRI. During the Clinton Administration, David was the environmental 
management task force coordinator for the President's Council on Sustainable Development (PCSD) and, 
prior to this, led a toxics use reduction and citizen’s suit enforcement campaign in Maryland for the 
Environmental Action Foundation. David began his legal career as a program attorney in the Office of 
Toxics Substances at the Environmental Protection Agency headquarters in Washington, DC. 
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Gregory Morin 
Director for Strategy and Innovation, Argonne National Laboratory 
Greg Morin is the Argonne National Laboratory Director for Strategy and Innovation. Greg leads the 
development and management of Argonne’s strategic initiatives, innovation programs and growth of 
new research partnerships. Greg has a Bachelor of Science degree from the U. S. Naval Academy, a 
Master of Science degree in Aeronautical Engineering from the Naval Postgraduate School and a Master 
of Business Administration degree from the University of Chicago Booth School of Business. 
 
Stephen Mullennix 
Senior Vice President, Operations, SolarReserve 
Stephen Mullennix is SolarReserve’s Senior Vice President of Operations. Stephen directs the company’s 
efforts in asset management, corporate development and company operations. His involvement with 
SolarReserve began prior to company formation in his role at US Renewables Group. Stephen brings 19 
years of experience in the infrastructure and energy industries to his role. Throughout his career, 
Stephen has worked in concert with financial and technical teams to commercialize breakthrough first-
of-its-kind technologies in complex industries. He has held senior positions in numerous successful 
infrastructure companies across the energy, engineering design services and wastewater sectors. 
Stephen has negotiated numerous capital raises, investments, divestitures and project arrangements 
including joint ventures, power purchase agreements, EPC contracts, technology supply agreements, 
fuel contracts and O&M contracts. Stephen has led asset management activities and provided oversight 
of a myriad of projects spanning solar and other renewable energy sectors, as well as transportation, 
facilities and water/wastewater industries. Stephen joined SolarReserve from US Renewables Group, the 
founding investor in SolarReserve, where he was a Managing Director. He was actively involved in the 
initial founding of SolarReserve and has worked with the management team and the company’s 
investors since inception in 2007. Additionally, Stephen successfully led the acquisition, management 
and disposition of multiple investments in US Renewable Group’s three investment funds totaling more 
than $750 million of equity capital. Prior to joining US Renewables Group, Stephen was Associate Vice 
President at AECOM Technology Company (NYSE: ACM) where he assisted in closing nine M&A 
transactions and preparing AECOM for its initial public offering. Stephen was a Co-Founder of Ennix 
Incorporated, a family wastewater business which serves small municipalities. Stephen earned a Master 
of Business Administration (with Honors) from the Anderson School at University of California Los 
Angeles. He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Economic Geography from Dartmouth College where he 
graduated Phi Beta Kappa and summa cum laude. 
 
Reuben Munger 
Managing Partner, Vision Ridge Partners 
Reuben Munger is currently Founder and Managing Partner of Vision Ridge Partners, LLC. Previously he 
was Managing Director with The Baupost Group, LLC. a leading investment firm with over $25 billion in 
assets. He has also been a consultant to Texas Pacific Group and an investment banker with James D. 
Wolfensoln, Inc. Reuben is Chairman of Securing America’s Future Energy, a trustee of the Rocky 
Mountain Institute, a founding member of the Executive Committee of the Electrification Coalition, and 
a member of the League of Conservation Voters board of directors and serves on the boards of a 
number of private companies. He graduated magna cum laude from Washington and Lee University with 
a B.A. in Politics and Economics and a B.S. in Business Administration. 
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Robin Newmark 
Associate Laboratory Director, NREL 
Robin L. Newmark is Associate Laboratory Director, Energy Analysis and Decision Support at the National 
Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL). Robin has led or contributed to programs involving energy, 
climate and water issues, including the interdependence of water and energy systems. She serves in an 
advisory capacity to such diverse groups as the multi-national laboratory Energy-Water Nexus 
consortium, the US – China Expert Carbon Capture and Sequestration (CCS) Steering Committee, the 
Scientific Advisory Committee for the Union of Concerned Scientists’ Energy and Water in a Warming 
World Initiative, is a member of the editorial board for Current Sustainable/Renewable Energy Reports 
(Springer) and a guest editor for Environmental Research Letters. An author of over 120 papers and 
reports in the open literature and 5 issued patents, she is a Fellow of both the Renewable and 
Sustainable Energy Institute at the University of Colorado, Boulder and the Center of Integrated Water 
Research at the University of California at Santa Cruz. Robin holds a B.S. from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (Phi Beta Kappa), a M.S. from the University of California at Santa Cruz, an M.Phil 
and a Ph.D from Columbia University. 
 
Michelle Patron 
Director of Sustainability Policy, Microsoft 
Michelle Patron is Director of Sustainability Policy at Microsoft. She has two decades of unique 
experience forecasting energy markets for private investors and driving high impact energy, 
environment, and foreign policy. Michelle recently served as Special Assistant to the President and 
Senior Director for Energy and Climate at the National Security Council at the White House from 2013 to 
2015. In that role she led efforts to design and execute groundbreaking energy and climate policy, 
including the historic climate deal with China. Prior to the White House, she was Senior Director at PIRA 
Energy Group, a private energy research firm in New York City. Earlier in her career, Michelle worked at 
the Department of Energy, Deutsche Bank, the International Energy Agency and the Center for 
International Environmental Law, and served as energy attaché at the US Embassy in Beijing. Michelle 
holds a BA from Columbia University and a MA from Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International 
Studies. She has served as a expert commentator to CNBC, BBC, NPR, Fox, CBS, the Economist and the 
New York Times and written op-eds for Reuters, Foreign Affairs, the Financial Times and the Los Angeles 
Times. She has taught as an adjunct professor at New York University and is a Life Member of the 
Council on Foreign Relations. 
 
Michael Polsky 
President and Chief Executive Officer, Invenergy LLC 
Michael Polsky is a leading energy industry entrepreneur and innovator. In 2001, Michael founded 
Invenergy, which provides innovative power generation and storage solutions around the world that are 
creating a cleaner energy future. Invenergy is North America’s largest independent, privately-held 
renewables company. Between 1985 and 2000, Michael founded and led two predecessor companies to 
Invenergy – Indeck Energy Services and SkyGen Energy – that helped pioneer the independent power 
generation and cogeneration industries. Michael’s philanthropic efforts also reflect his passions for 
entrepreneurship and energy innovation. He endowed the Polsky Center for Entrepreneurship at the 
University of Chicago Booth School of Business and co-founded the nonprofit startup accelerator Clean 
Energy Trust. He also serves on the boards of World Resources Institute, University of Chicago and the 
United States Olympic and Paralympic Foundation. Michael holds an MSME Degree from Kiev 
Polytechnic Institute and an MBA from the University of Chicago. 
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Glenn Prickett 
Chief External Affairs Officer, The Nature Conservancy 
Glenn Prickett is Chief External Affairs Officer at The Nature Conservancy (TNC), where he oversees 
international and US government relations, corporate engagements, and relationships with leading 
international institutions and non-governmental organizations. Glenn joined TNC in 2010 after two 
decades working on environment and development policy at Conservation International and the Natural 
Resources Defense Council. As a senior fellow at the United Nations Foundation, Glenn helped develop 
an effective global response to climate change. He also has served as chief environmental adviser at the 
US Agency for International Development. Glenn holds a B.A. in economics and political science from 
Yale University. 
 
David Raney 
General Manager, Compliance and Portfolio Strategy, Toyota Motor North America, Inc 
David Raney is responsible for Toyota's long term product planning for the company's North American 
portfolio and Federal GHG/CAFE and California ZEV compliance strategy. He has thirty five years of 
experience in the auto industry. Prior to Toyota, he worked in similar capacity for Saab-Scania, General 
Motors and Honda. David holds a BSME from University of Oklahoma and Executive MBA from UCLA-
Anderson. He currently resides in Dallas, Texas working at Toyota's new North American headquarters. 
 
Alan Rose 
Marketing Director, Energy Industry, Intel 
Alan Rose, Marketing Director, Energy & Utilities Industries at Intel Corporation.  Alan brings over 16 
years of combined sales and marketing, business strategy, and consulting experience in the information 
and communications technology, utilities, and energy efficiency industries, along with an intense 
passion for the creative use of technology to solve big environmental and energy challenges. In his 
current role, Alan is responsible for solutions marketing strategies spanning energy and utilities 
industries, including partner programs that drive the advancement of energy efficiency and Smart Grid 
initiatives. Prior to joining Intel, Alan held management roles in a couple of start-ups, including an 
information and communications technology firm and an energy efficiency consulting firm where Alan 
designed and managed electric and gas utility energy efficiency programs across residential, commercial 
and industrial sectors, including one of the first data center efficiency programs. Alan has served as the 
Communications Officer for The Green Grid Utility Task Force, a consultant to the Bonneville Power 
Administration's Emerging Technologies for Energy Efficiency (E3T) Program, a member of the PG&E 
Utility IT Energy Efficiency Coalition, an Industry Advisory Council Member at the Pecan Street Smart 
Grid Demonstrations, and a member of the Utility Analytics Institute. Alan currently serves on Energy 
Central's Mobile Utility Community Advisory Board and represents Intel Corporation at the Western 
Energy Institute, American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy, Advanced Energy Economy, and the 
GTM Research Grid Edge Executive Council. In addition, Alan has authored papers published by the 
American Council for an Energy Efficient Economy (ACEEE), The Green Grid, and the Association of 
Energy Service Professionals (AESP). 
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Kevin Sagara 
President, Renewables, Sempra US Gas and Power 
Kevin Sagara is senior vice president and president, renewables, of Sempra US Gas & Power, overseeing 
all aspects of the Renewables energy business segment, including development, acquisitions, finance, 
construction and operations. Kevin has served in various commercial and legal capacities at Sempra 
Energy for over 20 years. Prior to working at Sempra US Gas & Power, he served as vice president and 
general counsel for Sempra Pipelines & Storage, leading significant acquisitions, divestitures and joint 
ventures. He also previously served as vice president and associate general counsel for Sempra Energy. 
Kevin has also held senior business and legal positions in the internet and wireless technology sectors 
and oversaw the sale of Intervu (NASDAQ: ITVU) to Akamai Technologies for over $2.8 billion. Kevin 
received his law degree from Hastings College of Law, where he served as note editor of the Hastings 
Law Journal. He received his undergraduate degree in geography-ecosystems from the University of 
California, Los Angeles. 
 
Kellen Schefter 
Manager, Sustainable Technology, Edison Electric Institute 
Kellen Schefter is Manager of Sustainable Technology at the Edison Electric Institute (EEI), the 
association for U.S. investor-owned electric companies. At EEI, Kellen focuses on technologies that 
enable clean energy, grid modernization, and new customer solutions. He leads EEI’s transportation 
electrification efforts, including policy advocacy, business model development, and cross-industry 
coordination. He previously worked on regulatory and compliance issues at plug-in electric vehicle 
manufacturer Fisker Automotive. Prior to that, Kellen managed R&D projects in the Vehicle Technologies 
Office at the U.S. Department of Energy. Kellen has a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in Mechanical 
Engineering from Stanford University. 
 
Geoff Sharples 
Director, IoT Strategy, Intel  
At Intel Geoff Sharples helps energy and industrial companies develop solutions to business challenges 
by applying “Internet of Things” technologies in their operations. Throughout his career, Geoff has 
combined technical, operational and business understanding to bring new technologies to market. He 
has worked for a US and a European utility, internet and enterprise software companies, as well as wind 
and solar companies including such companies at Google, EDF and PSE&G. Roles have included finance, 
engineering, supply chain and sales. Geoff holds an MBA from Cornell University and degree in 
Mechanical Engineering. 
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Kyle Simpson 
Senior Advisor, Hogan Lovells US LLP 
Kyle Simpson focuses on legislative and regulatory policy, business, and technology issues in the energy, 
environment, and natural resources industries. He is known in Washington and the energy industry for 
credibility, creativity, and thoroughness. Kyle works with clients to build healthy relations with 
legislators, regulators, and policy makers to achieve workable decisions at the intersection of energy, 
environment, natural resources, and foreign policy. As a problem-solving advocate, Kyle sees the 
connections between public policy and business realities. Having worked in the corporate world; federal, 
state, and local government; and private practice, Kyle understands the needs of a wide range of clients. 
Working in energy companies, Kyle developed the instinct to find solutions to legal problems while also 
advancing business objectives. As Senior Advisor to the US Secretary of Energy, he developed and 
oversaw domestic and international energy policy. Kyle has been involved in major environmental 

North Slope. He also worked to secure royalty relief for production of natural gas and oil from the Outer 
Continental Shelf, sell oil from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve to pay for its repair and maintenance, 
and raise the efficiency of refrigerators made in the United States. Since joining Hogan Lovells in 2010, 
Kyle has worked with companies to develop liquefied natural gas (LNG) export facilities, prevent 
implementation of regulations that would be detrimental to clients' businesses, and create new energy 
technologies. In the wake of accidents, Kyle helps clients create programs to improve safety and protect 
the environment. He counsels clients on government relations, issue advocacy, project development 
and permit approval, compliance, and crisis response. 
 
Varun Sivaram 
Douglas Dillon Fellow, Council on Foreign Relations 
Varun Sivaram is the Douglas Dillon fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations. He is also a strategic 
advisor to the office of New York Governor Andrew Cuomo on Reforming the Energy Vision, and an 
adjunct professor at Georgetown University. He is a member of the advisory boards for both the 
Stanford Woods Institute for the Environment and the Stanford Precourt Institute for Energy. Before 
joining CFR, Varun was a consultant at McKinsey, where he counseled Fortune 500 companies on 
adapting to the modern competitive landscape in energy. Prior to this role, he served as senior advisor 
for energy and water policy to the mayor of Los Angeles, Antonio Villaraigosa, and oversaw the city’s 
Department of Water and Power. Varun’s work has appeared in Foreign Affairs, the Journal of Applied 
Physics, the Journal of Physical Chemistry, Nature, Nature Energy, Nature Climate Change, and Scientific 
American. A Truman and a Rhodes scholar, he holds degrees from Stanford in engineering physics and 
international relations, with honors in international security. Varun holds a PhD in condensed matter 
physics from St. John’s College, Oxford University, where he developed third-generation solar 
photovoltaic coatings for building-integrated applications. He lives in Washington, DC. 
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Michael Skelly 
President, Clean Line Energy Partners, LLC 
Michael Skelly is the President of Clean Line Energy, a company developing a series of long-distance 
transmission lines to move renewable energy from the Great Plains to electric markets east and west. 
When built, Clean Line’s projects will enable billions of dollars in investment in new wind energy projects 
that could otherwise not be built because of congestion in the power grid. Previously, Michael led the 
development of Horizon Wind Energy from a two person company to a leadership position in the US 
wind industry. Before Horizon, Michael developed renewable energy projects in Central America with 
Energia Global and co-founded the Rain Forest Aerial Tram in Costa Rica. In 2008, he ran for the United 
States Congress as the Democratic nominee in the Seventh District of Texas. Michael holds a Bachelor of 
Arts in Economics from the University of Notre Dame and an MBA from Harvard Business School. 
 
Mike Smith 
Director, Corporate Strategy and Emerging Technologies, Central Electric Power Cooperative, Inc 
Mike Smith is Director of Corporate Strategy and Emerging Technologies at Central Electric Power 
Cooperative located in Columbia SC.  In addition to providing strategic direction for Central, he works 
with state and national partners in the understanding of how technology is changing the utility industry.  
Central Electric Power Cooperative provides wholesale electric service to all 20 South Carolina 
distribution electric cooperatives. Mike is a registered professional engineer in South Carolina with a 
bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering from Clemson University and a master’s in electrical 
engineering from Georgia Tech.  His professional experiences include traditional utility engineering work 
at Central for several years before moving to new technologies. 
 
Owen Smith 
Director, Energy Strategy, Ingersoll Rand 
Owen Smith is director of energy strategy at Ingersoll Rand. In this role he is a member of the company’s 
Center for Energy Efficiency and Sustainability (CEES), and leads enterprise-level strategic initiatives to 
develop market-leading strategies that reflect significant trends in the energy sector. By leading cross-
functional teams spanning the company’ strategic brands—Trane, Thermo King, Ingersoll Rand, and Club 
Car—and engaging with leaders from business, non-profit, academic, and government institutions, he 
works to insure the company is well positioned as a solution provider relating to society’s most pressing 
energy and environmental challenges. Owen came to CEES from Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI), a 
thought-leading environmental non-profit that engages with businesses, communities, and institutions 
to advance market-based solutions to accelerate the transition to a clean energy future. There, Owen 
was Principal of RMI’s Electricity and Communities Practices. He was accountable for RMI’s goals to 
accelerate the transformation of the electricity system and to enable communities to capture economic 
benefits by leading on climate and energy challenges. Prior to RMI, Owen held a number of strategic 
positions at Duke Energy. For a significant portion of his time at Duke he was accountable for scaling 
renewable energy and energy efficiency across Duke’s regulated utilities. He also held positions in 
corporate strategy, mergers & acquisitions, finance, and marketing. 
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Ben Tarbell 
Energy Principal, X 
After Cornell mechanical engineering Ben Tarbell dabbled in robots and race cars before discovering the 
Stanford product design program. At IDEO he led the sustainable design practice while helping create 
medical devices, consumer electronics, toys, furniture, irrigation pumps, iMacs, and other early 
millennia objects of desire. After Stanford business school, Ben got hooked on solar energy startups in a 
stint at Nth Power. After leading product development for MiaSole, he led new products for SolarCity for 
its first 7 years launching a range finance, monitoring, mounting, storage, and efficiency products. At 
Mosaic, he led the development and launch of their residential loan product. In the spaces in between, 
Ben has lived in places like Hockessin, Sneedville, Mbeurbeuf, and Kariobangi. He is now an Energy 
Principal on the Foundry team at X (formerly Google X) helping commercialize new moonshot 
technologies. 
 
Michael Terrell 
Head of Energy Policy, Google Inc 
Michael Terrell leads energy policy and market development at Google and is part of the business team 
that procures energy and infrastructure for Google's global portfolio of datacenters. In this role, he has 
advanced new approaches in Google’s procurement of over 2GW of renewable power, built broad-
based coalitions to advocate for clean energy and led efforts to transform a retiring TVA coal plant into a 
renewable powered data center. Prior to joining Google, Michael worked as an attorney at one of the 
nation’s leading energy firms. He served in a variety of roles in the Federal government, including the US 
Department of State and the Council on Environmental Quality at the White House. He represents 
Google at conferences, through testimony and official Google blogs, and has appeared in major media 
including The New York Times, Financial Times, Bloomberg, Fortune and NPR. 
 
Hervé Touati 
Managing Director, Rocky Mountain Institute 
Hervé Touati is Managing Director at Rocky Mountain Institute (RMI). He focuses his work on disruptive 
business models and technologies in the electricity sector and mechanisms to accelerate the adoption of 
renewable energy by large corporations, such as the Business Renewables Center (BRC) and the 
Sunshine for Mines initiatives. Hervé is also Chairman of Black Bear Energy (BBE), a for-profit spin-off of 
RMI acting as an owner's representative for Real Estate Investment Trusts in distributed energy. Outside 
RMI, he is an advisor to Greentech Capital Advisors and cleantech startups in Europe and North America. 
Hervé held several senior positions at E.ON, Germany's leading utility. Earlier, Hervé served as a leading 
expert for the energy sector with McKinsey & Co. Hervé received a M.S. in Mathematics from Ecole 
Normale Supérieure, Paris and a Ph.D. in Computer Science from U.C. Berkeley. In his early engineering 
career, he authored more than 20 technical papers, was recipient of one IEEE Best Paper Award and one 
US patent. 
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Simon Watson 
Executive Director, Power & Utilities, Advisory, Ernst & Young 
Simon Watson began his career as the Economic Advisor to the Deputy CEO of British Aerospace plc 
prior to his joining the strategic planning department at British Energy plc, the UK nuclear power 
generator, during its privatization.  He was responsible for business economics, market analysis and 
supporting strategy development.  He was appointment to direct the company’s Brussels office and led 
EU government affairs and intelligence gathering.  He joined Putnam, Hayes & Bartlett Inc., a specialist 
energy advisory firm, in Washington DC at the time of US power market restructuring and counselled a 
wide range of clients on competitive strategies, economics and regulatory matters.  He has held senior 
roles at Accenture Ltd, as the VP and General Manager of a waste to energy technology business funded 
by private equity investors and was the utility strategy leader at SunEdison. He is currently an Executive 
Director in EY’s Power & Utility, Customer and Strategy practice focused on growth, innovation and 
business performance improvement.  He has led engagements on M&A evaluation, new products and 
services strategy, smart home development and other offerings as well as customer journey mapping 
engagements to identify and support improved customer experience and operational performance 
improvement. He is graduate in economics from the University of Liverpool and holds an MSc (Econ) 
from the London School of Economics.  He studied management at the Warwick Business School. 
 
Jeff Weiss 
Managing Director, Distributed Sun 
Jeff Weiss co-founded Distributed Sun in 2009, beEdison in 2015, and is Co-Chairman and Managing 
Director of both firms. He leads capital formation and is active in business development, strategy and 
governance. Jeff participates and speaks regularly at industry and leadership forums. An early digital 
media and commerce entrepreneur, Jeff has led companies inrenewable energy, cyber and physical 
security, intelligence and corporate fraud mitigation, mission preparedness and training, software 
development, and transformational management. Companies include Picture Network International 
(sold to Kodak in 1997), CDx (Certificate of Deposit Exchange), Vista ($100MM network services firm), 
TSG ($10MM strategic intelligence firm), and ASAP Ventures (strategy, advisory & angel investing). Jeff 
graduated from Cornell University and The Wharton School (University of Pa).He is Washington 
Leadership Co-Chairman of Business Executives for National Security (BENS); is a Trustee Council 
member of Cornell University; is Treasurer and Director of Washington Hebrew Congregation; is past Co-
Chair of the Aspen Institute's Socrates Society and founding director of Shenandoah National Park Trust. 
 
Kathryn Wiseman 
Director, Global Public Policy, Walmart 
Kathryn Wiseman is Director of Global Public Policy for Walmart, overseeing energy and environmental 
policy for Walmart and Sam’s Clubs. Kathryn joined Walmart in 2011. From 2006 to 2011 Kathryn was 
the Chief Counsel for Regulatory Boards and Policy Director for the State of Tennessee Department of 
Commerce & Insurance, with responsibility for all professional licensing boards. She received her Juris 
Doctorate from the University of Memphis (2004) and bachelor of science degree from Boston 
University (1999). She resides in Northwest Arkansas and is licensed to practice law in Tennessee. 
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Malcolm Woolf 
Senior Vice President, Policy and Government Affairws, Advanced Energy Economy 
Malcolm leads AEE’s public policy efforts to promote the advanced energy industry, including federal, 
state legislative, and state regulatory initiatives, outside of California. These efforts include campaigns to 
expand corporate access to advanced energy, remove regulatory barriers in retail and wholesale 
markets, and inform policy makers about innovative, new technologies transforming the energy system. 
Before joining AEE, Malcolm served as a Cabinet-level official with Governor Martin O'Malley. As head of 
the Maryland Energy Administration, he helped design, enact and implement an ambitious package of 
state laws to promote affordable, reliable, and clean energy. One of the programs launched to achieve 
the new standards was recognized by Harvard University’s John F Kennedy School as one of the “top 25 
innovations in American government.” 
 
Rhem Wooten 
Executive Vice President, Hannon Armstrong Sustainable Infrastructure 
Rhem Wooten is the executive vice president, origination and has been with Hannon Armstrong as a 
managing director since October 2010. Rhem has worked in the energy industry for more than 30 years, 
and has extensive experience in project development, commodity trading/risk management and project 
finance. Rhem previously held a number of senior management positions, including serving as president 
of Duke Energy Corporation’s domestic and international independent power production affiliates from 
1988 to 1996, as managing director, origination and operations of Duke/Louis Dreyfus from 1996-1997, 
chief executive officer of Merchant Energy Group of the Americas (MEGA) from 1997 to 2000, as 
president and chief executive officer of Pradium, Inc. from 2000 to 2001 and as president of Allied 
Syngas Corporation from 2004 to 2010. Rhem received a Bachelor of Science degree in Business 
Administration from the University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill in 1981. 
 
Michael Wu 
Special Assistant, Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force, Installations, Environment, and 
Energy, US Air Force 
Michael Wu currently serves as Special Assistant to the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for 
Installations, Environment, and Energy. In this role, he is helping lead the Air Force's energy assurance 
and renewable energy efforts. Prior to assuming his current position, he served as the Energy Program 
Director at the Truman National Security Project, founding the Truman Project’s Defense Energy 
Program and helping lead the advocacy campaign, Operation Free. Previously, he served in the Office of 
the General Counsel, US Department of Defense, the US Department of Education, and in several 
congressional offices. He is a graduate of Washington University in St. Louis School of Law and St. John's 
College, and is a reserve officer in the Army Judge Advocate General Corps. 
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Avi Zevin 
Associate, Van Ness Feldman LLP 
Avi Zevin is an associate at the D.C. and Seattle, Washington based law firm Van Ness Feldman, LLP 
where he represents a diverse set of clients in the energy sector including electric utilities, clean energy 
businesses and associations and Fortune 100 companies. Avi draws upon his in-depth knowledge and 
experience of the regulatory and political processes to provide strategic advice, legal advocacy, and 
policy analysis and development to clients on matters before federal agencies, the US Congress, the 
federal courts, and in private transactions. His areas of focus include climate and clean air regulation and 
policy, including EPA’s Clean Power Plan and California’s Cap-and-Trade Program; federal administrative 
law litigation; energy efficiency, renewable energy, biofuels, and other clean energy policy; electric 
markets and transmission; and natural gas transportation transactions. Avi is a magna cum laude 
graduate of New York University School of Law and holds a M.P.A. from the Harvard Kennedy School of 
Government. Prior to his work in the law, Avi was a Policy Advisor on the Clean Energy Initiative at Third 
Way, where he helped develop policy, political, and communications strategy to advance climate change 
legislation and clean energy research, development, and deployment. 
 
Ethan Zindler 
Head of Americas, Bloomberg New Energy Finance 
Ethan Zindler is Head of Americas at Bloomberg New Energy Finance, the definitive source of insight, 
data and news on the transformation of the energy sector. In that capacity, Ethan manages the 
company's analyst and commercial teams in New York, Washington, San Francisco, and Sao Paulo. Ethan 
also oversees Climatescope (www.global-climatescope.org), a project to profile clean energy investment 
conditions in emerging market countries underwritten by the UK and US governments. Ethan serves as 
BNEF's primary spokesperson in North America, has been quoted widely in the media, and testified 
before two US Senate committees and elsewhere. He is a Senior Associate (non-resident), Energy and 
National Security Program, at the Center for Strategic and International Studies. Previously, Ethan 
oversaw BNEF’s coverage of clean energy policy developments globally and served as BNEF’s Head of 
North American Research. Ethan’s prior experience includes stints at the White House, MTV, and as a 
freelance journalist covering two World Cup soccer tournaments. He spent two years reporting on the 
controversy surrounding the proposed Cape Wind offshore wind farm. He holds an MBA from Columbia 
Business School and a BA from Georgetown University. He lives in Alexandria, VA with his wife and two 
daughters. 
 
 


